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BOTANIC GARDEN — FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.09 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house of the recent celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the state’s 
Botanic Garden in Kings Park. Opened on 4 October 1965, the state’s Botanic Garden in Kings Park was 
established by the state government after consideration of a possible 17 locations throughout Perth. Unlike most 
other botanic gardens that feature plants from around the world, it was decided from the outset that this garden 
would focus on local plants in recognition of the unique and varied plant life of our state. From a scientific point 
of view, the Botanic Garden’s research program is recognised internationally for its practical solutions to plant 
conservation and the restoration of damaged lands. Kings Park and Botanic Garden is now home to a quarter of 
our local plant taxa and it is the most visited single-point tourist destination in Western Australia. Celebrations to 
mark the fiftieth anniversary of the state’s Botanic Garden included the opening of the new botanic terraces and 
botanic pavilion on 4 October. This new community space in Kings Park was funded by Lotterywest through the 
Friends of Kings Park. Artwork by local artists celebrates the exploration of Western Australian flora through 
time, with a strong Indigenous connection. 

In honour of this fiftieth anniversary, a yellow selection of the state’s floral emblem, the red and green  
kangaroo-paw, has been released from the Kings Park plant breeding program. This cultivar, known as 
Anniversary Gold, can be seen flowering in Kings Park and is now available for sale from the Friends of 
Kings Park. I am sure that all members of this house will join me in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of this 
state’s Botanic Garden in Kings Park. I encourage members to visit Kings Park and enjoy the wonderful displays 
of our local native plants, which are enjoyed by millions of visitors each year. 
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